
ASA Executive Committee Conference Call 
February 13, 2004 

(Call started at 8:30 AM CST; ended at 9:50 AM) 
 
Participants: Lowell Moser, ASA President 
  Lee Sommers, ASA President-Elect 
  Robert Hoeft, ASA Past President (unable to participate) 
  Ken Moore, CSSA President 
  James Coors, CSSA President-Elect 
  Stephen Baenziger, CSSA Past President 
  J. Thomas Sims, SSSA President 
  John Havlin, SSSA President-Elect 
  Michael Singer, SSSA Past President 
  Karl Glasener, Director of Science Policy 
  Ellen Bergfeld, Executive Vice President 
  Cathy Goudreau, Recording Secretary 
 
ACS236 Membership and Society Identity Coordinating Cmte. 
The International Membership Package Proposal put together by the joint Society/ASF 
committee was briefly discussed.  Part of the proposal was that the Societies implement a 
reduced cost membership program in the two poorest tiers of countries on the World 
Bank list.  It was the consensus of the Executive Committee to discuss membership 
issues in a broader context at the March Executive Committee meeting. 
 
A302 Agronomy Journal 
Calvin Pearson will complete his first term as Agronomy Journal Editor at the end of 
2004.  It was the consensus of the Executive Committee to discuss editorial issues in a 
broader context at the March Executive Committee meeting. 
 
ACS324.1 Journal of Environmental Quality 
Gary Pierzynski will complete his first 3-year term as Journal of Environmental Quality 
Editor at the end of 2004. 
 
ACTION:  It was moved that Gary Pierzynski be reappointed as Editor of the Journal of 
Environmental Quality for another 3-year term.  Seconded.  Carried. 
 
A400 Awards—General 
The Societies have been involved for many years in supporting 3 different awards to high 
school students at the international science and engineering fair.  The current level of 
support is $1,000 each for 3 awards.  It was the consensus of the Executive Committee to 
not support the awards in 2004 and to reevaluate the program to determine if there are 
better opportunities to use the money more strategically. 
 
ACS536 Washington Presence 
Brad Fenwick, Chief Scientist for competitive programs at USDA, reported at the 
November 2003 ASA Board of Directors meeting on funding opportunities and changes 
in NRI focus which integrates research, education, and extension.  In an effort to enhance 
the level of communication and cooperation between USDA and ASA, the Society was 
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encouraged to provide a prioritized list of programs, keeping in mind the big issues that 
need to be tackled first, the knowledge gaps, and how those gaps can be filled.  Karl 
Glasener will put together a one-page document outlining a procedure for development of 
priorities. 
 
A711 Program Planning 
The Executive Committee discussed the open space meeting that is being planned for the 
annual meeting in Seattle.  There were several questions on how such a meeting would be 
organized and when it would be held.  It was the consensus of the Executive Committee 
that the open space meeting be discussed at the March Executive Committee meeting. 
 
ACS836 Biosecurity 
1.  The Executive Committee discussed the Proposal of a National Center for Crop 
Biosecurity (NCCB) from the American Phytopathological Society.  Several Society 
members reviewed the proposal and raised some areas of concern.  It was the consensus 
of the Executive Committee to inform APS that although the Societies support the 
concept of a NCCB, we do have concerns with the proposal as currently written that we 
would like addressed as APS moves forward with efforts to obtain support for the 
concept.  Karl Glasener will draft a response for Executive Committee approval. 
 
2.  As a matter of information, the deadline for receipt of applications for the Biosecurity 
Point Person is February 20.  
 
AC901 European Society for Agronomy (ESA) 
Several Society officers met with ESA officers during the annual meetings in Denver. A 
proposed Memorandum of Understanding has been developed to enhance cooperation 
between the tri-Societies and ESA. 
 
It was the consensus of the Executive Committee to sign the MOU, after slight 
modification.  
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