
ASA Board of Directors Conference Call 
June 4, 2008 

(Call started at 11:00 AM CDT; ended at 12:30 PM) 
 
The meeting was called to order by President Ken Moore.  Board participants were: 
 

Kenneth J. Moore, ASA President 
Marcus M. Alley, ASA President-Elect 
Jerry L. Hatfield ASA Past President 
John G. Graveel, A-1 Board Rep. 
Steven E. Petrie, A-7 Board Rep. 
Newell R. Kitchen, A-8 Board Rep. 
T. Scott Murrell, A-9 Board Rep. 
Wallace W. Wilhelm, Provisional A-10 Board Rep. 
Kathleen M. Yeater, Provisional A-11 Board Rep. 
Tom W. Bruulsema, ICCA Registrants Board Rep. 
Kenneth A. Barbarick, ASA Editor-in-Chief, ex-officio 
Ellen Bergfeld, Chief Executive Officer, ex-officio 
 
Also present: 
Francis J. Pierce, Incoming ASA President-Elect 
Bill Dahl, Executive Director, Botanical Society of America 
Fran Katz, Chief Operations Officer and Director of Publications 
Susan Chapman, Director of Member Services 
Ian Popkewitz, Director of IT and Operations 
Keith Schlesinger, Director of Meetings and Conventions 
Cathy Goudreau, Recorder 
 

A003 Board of Directors 
1.  ACTION:  It was moved by Mark Alley to approve the March 5, 2008 and April 15-16, 2008 ASA 
Board of Directors Meeting minutes.  Seconded by Jerry Hatfield.  Carried unanimously. 
 
2.  The next Board conference call agenda is scheduled for July 9, 2008 at 11:00 AM Central Daylight 
Time. 
 
A201.4.14 International Agronomy Task Force 
The Agronomists Without Borders concept will be addressed by the International Agronomy Task 
Force.  A report is anticipated at the October 9, 2008 Board meeting. 
 
A211 Budget and Finance 
As a follow-up to the April 15-16, 2008 Board meeting, Headquarters conducted a survey to gather 
information from Emeritus members regarding the proposed dues implementation.  Susan Chapman 
reported that all Emeritus members received the survey either electronically or by mail, with a 
41 percent response rate.  Highlights of the results include (percentages are rounded): 
 
 ▪ Majority of Emeritus members (73%) have held membership from 36-55 years.  Of the 

responses, 73% hold ASA membership. 
 
 ▪ Reasons for retaining their membership are to receive CSA News, support the profession, and 

support the Society. 
 



 2
 ▪ 29% were strongly or somewhat supportive of implementing Emeritus member dues; 28% were 

neutral; 43% were somewhat or highly unsupportive. 
 
 ▪ 48% would support Emeritus member dues that are 50% of the Active member level of dues; 6% 

would support a higher level of dues; 47% would drop their membership 
 
ACTION:  It was moved by Steve Petrie to take from the table the motion from the April 15-16, 2008 
Board meeting.  Seconded by John Graveel.   
 
ORIGINAL MOTION:  Effective with the 2009 membership year, Emeritus members (both current and 
incoming) pay 50 percent of the active member dues, based on the number of Societies in which they 
retain Emeritus membership.  The 25 year membership requirement and retired status remain.  Motion 
carried with 2 opposed. 
 
A500 Profession Advancement 
Bill Dahl, Executive Director of the Botanical Society of America, has invited the Society to become a 
partner in their Planting Science Program which fosters student research through scientific inquiry and 
online mentorship.  The program is a learning and research resource, bringing together junior high and 
high school students, plant scientists, and teachers from across the nation.  Following a presentation 
about the program, as well as a tour of the website, it was the consensus of the Board to pursue 
participation in the program.  John Graveel will Chair an ad hoc committee to work out the details.  In 
the meantime, Ken Moore will follow up with Bill Dahl to express the Society’s interest in participating 
in the program. 
 
A711 Program Planning 
1.  Currently the ASA President-Elect, along with the CSSA and SSSA Presidents-Elect, serve as 
program planners for the annual meeting.  To provide continuity and increase efficiency, it is proposed 
that a Program Planning Officer position in each Society be approved.  The Program Planning Officer 
would be selected by the respective Executive Committee after a Society-wide call for nominations and 
would serve a 3-year term.  Major responsibilities would include: 
 
 ▪ Work with Division Chairs and Headquarters staff to organize the program for the annual 

meetings. 
 ▪ Assess quality of the annual meetings and propose adjustments to the respective Boards of 

Directors in order to continually improve the meetings. 
 ▪ Examine the organization of other scientific society meetings to look for novel approaches for 

meeting improvement. 
 
It is further recommended that the position be created as soon as possible with appointment of the initial 
officers to begin planning for the 2009 annual meeting.  It was clarified that the President-Elect would 
still serve as overall program chair. 
 
ACTION:  It was moved by Mark Alley to establish the Program Planning Officer position.  Seconded 
by Wally Wilhelm.  Carried unanimously. 
 
2.  To increase the impact of the annual meetings, focus the impact of the annual meetings for all 
Divisions, and reduce the work load of Division Chairs, it was proposed that session topics for the next 
annual meeting be developed by Division Chairs prior to attending the current annual meeting. 
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The session topics will be developed by the membership through email calls to all members, discussed 
in Division business meetings, and finalized shortly after the current annual meeting.  The session topics 
will be announced to the members soon after the current annual meeting allowing members to submit 
abstracts for the session topics.  Additional topics will also be accommodated and handled as is currently 
done, i.e. members can submit any abstract they wish to present.  It is anticipated that such presentations 
will be posters or perhaps part of the Z series.  It was clarified that a Division Chair will not be limited if 
a breaking topic comes up outside of the proposed timeline. 
 
ACTION:  It was moved by Mark Alley to approve the session topic approach for annual meeting 
program planning.  Seconded by Jerry Hatfield.  Carried unanimously. 
 
Due to time constraints, the following issues will be added to the July 9 Board conference call agenda:   
 
Revisit October 9 Board meeting schedule 
Discussion of May 22 ACSESS budget conference call 
Update on ASA budget and financials 
June 30 deadline for receipt of ASA Editor-in-Chief nominations 
2009 Farming Systems Design meeting 
Appointment of ASA Representative to CAST Board of Directors 
 
 
Meeting adjourned. 
 


